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OUTSTANDING YOUNG LAWYER OF TEXAS AWARD

LIBERTY BELL AWARD

Dear Bar Leaders:

We invite you to help honor members of your community.  The Texas Young Lawyers Association (TYLA) annually

presents two prestigious awards:  

(1) the Outstanding Young Lawyer of  Texas Award, which recognizes one young lawyer who has

demonstrated professional proficiency, service to the profession, and service to the community; and

(2) the Liberty  Bell  Award, which recognizes one outstanding non-lawyer in Texas who has made the

most selfless contribution to his or her community to strengthen the effectiveness of the American system

of Justice by instilling better understanding and appreciation of the law.

We encourage each local bar association to participate by selecting local award winners for recognition during

your local Law Day ceremonies.  Your selections can then be submitted to TYLA as nominees in the statewide

awards selection process.  Please note:  the presentation of an award at the local level is not a requirement for nom-

inating that person for the statewide award.  You should, however, begin your selection process now.

The rules and criteria for both the Outstanding Young Lawyer of Texas and the Liberty Bell awards are enclosed.

Each local bar is eligible to submit one nominee for each award.  Please submit one application per 

nominee.  Written nominations and supporting exhibits must be received in the TYLA office by A p r i l  9 ,  2 0 0 4. 

FAXED APPLICATIONS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. 

All applications must be submitted in writing to:

Amos Mazzant, Chair

TYLA Outstanding Young Lawyer of Texas Award Committee

1414 Colorado, Suite 400-B

Austin, Texas 78701

Melody Wilkinson, Chair

TYLA Liberty Bell Award Committee

1414 Colorado, Suite 400-B

Austin, Texas 78701

If you have any questions or need further assistance, please contact the TYLA office at (800) 204-2222, ext. 6429. 
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OUTSTANDING YOUNG LAWYER OF TEXAS AWARD

PURPOSE
To recognize one young lawyer in Texas who best demonstrates professional proficiency, service to the profession, and service to the community.

ELIGIBILITY
To be eligible for the TYLA Outstanding Young Lawyer of Texas Award, the nominee must:

• be licensed to practice law in Texas,
• have paid membership dues prescribed by the Supreme Court of Texas,
• be a member in good standing of the State Bar of Texas, and
• be 36 years of age or younger as of June 1, 2003.

NOMINATIONS CRITERIA
The TYLA Outstanding Young Lawyer of Texas Award Committee will consider all outstanding qualities of each nominee in making its recommendation to
the TYLA Board of Directors. Outstanding qualities include but are not limited to exemplified:

• professional proficiency,
• service to the profession, and
• service to the community.

NOMINATIONS PROCESS
Nominations must be submitted from a recognized TYLA affiliate or local bar association.  Any individual, group of individuals, or other organization may
submit a nomination to the local affiliate or local bar association for consideration. However, the local affiliate or local bar may only submit a single nom-
inee for consideration for the statewide Outstanding Young Lawyer of Texas Award. 

APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS
Nominations must be submitted by written application only, preferably in narrative form. The application should include but is not limited to the follow-
ing sections: (1) table of contents,  (2) recent photograph of the nominee; (3) narrative nomination, (4) biographical information, (5) letters of recommen-
dation, and (6) any other appropriate exhibits. The entire application—including exhibits—should be placed in a three-ring binder with no larger than
a 2-inch capacity.

Submit only one copy of the application.  All items should be neat and legible. Do not include original documents with the application, as we do not guar-
antee return of any items submitted.

ANNOUNCEMENT OF RECIPIENT
All nominations will be reviewed by the TYLA Outstanding Young Lawyer of Texas Award Committee, which will select a winner for approval by the TYLA
Board of Directors at its board meeting May 7-8, 2004.  The award will be presented to the recipient of the TYLA Outstanding Young Lawyer of Texas Award
at the TYLA Annual Meeting held in conjunction with the State Bar of Texas Annual Meeting in San Antonio on June 25, 2004. The recipient will be an hon-
ored guest of TYLA at the event.

APPLICATION DEADLINE:
April 9, 2004 (5 p.m.)

Current officers and directors of the Texas Young Lawyers Association and members of the TYLA Outstanding Young Lawyer of Texas Award Committee are not
eligible for consideration. The following is a list of lawyers who are ineligible to be nominated as the TYLA Outstanding Young Lawyer of Texas for 2003-2004.

TYLA Officers 
Marshall C. Wood, Texarkana
Laura J. Beckman, Houston
Lee Ann Reno, Amarillo
David R. McAtee, II, Dallas
Mary E. Reveles, Richmond
Karin R. Crump, Austin
Greg Jackson, Fort Worth 
Andrew L. Strong, Houston

TYLA Directors 
Christine Albano, McKinney
Seth Anderson, Fort Worth
Zachary Aoki, San Antonio
Kara Farrell Berry, Houston
Joseph F. Brophy, Austin

Cade W. Browning, Abilene
Bobby Coats, Waco
Kirsten Barron Cohoon, Houston
Hugh Coleman, Denton
Douglas D'Arche, Houston 
Aileen Durrett, Sherman
Gindi L. Eckel, Houston
Veronica Elizalde, San Antonio
Mark A. Flowers, Odessa
Stephen M. Foster, Austin
Tal Hammock, Texas City 
Cori Harbour, El Paso
Eric Cardenas Jarvis, Edinburg
Monica Wiseman Latin, Dallas
Edward F. Maddox, Laredo
Benigno (Trey) Martinez, Brownsville 

Karen McCloud, Dallas
William W. Miller, Jr., Texarkana
Stephanie K. Patten, Fort Worth 
D'Layne Peeples, Canyon 
Scott Oren Renick, Beaumont
Cameron Reynolds, Bryan 
Lisa Richardson, Austin
Clay Scheitzach, Corpus Christi 
Heather Slovak, Dallas
Michael Springer, Lubbock 
Robert Stokes, Houston
Robert J. Witte, Dallas

Outstanding Young Lawyer of Texas
Award Committee
Nikki Carmody, Plano

Paul D. Carmona, Austin
Roland Garcia, Houston
Warren Harris, Houston
Patricia V. Hayes, Austin
Ed Hohn, Daingerfield
Bill Mateja, Springfield (VA)
Amos L. Mazzant, Sherman
John Meredith, Houston
Jo Ann Merica, Austin
John O'Herren, Waco
Rudy Rodriguez, Dallas
David Starnes, Beaumont
Melody Thomas, Beaumont
J. Dale Wainwright, Austin

LIBERTY BELL AWARD
PURPOSE
To recognize one outstanding non-lawyer in Texas who has made the most selfless contribution to his or her community to strengthen the effectiveness
of the American system of justice by instilling better understanding and appreciation of the law

ELIGIBILITY 
Any non-lawyer is eligible to receive this Award. Judges and lawyers or other members of the State Bar of Texas are not eligible.

NOMINATIONS CRITERIA 
The Award recognizes community service that:

• Promotes a better understanding of government, especially the Bill of Rights;
• Encourages greater respect for the law and the courts;
• Stimulates a deeper sense of individual responsibility, so that citizens recognize their duties and their rights;
• Contributes to the effective functioning of our institutions of government; and
• Instills better understanding and appreciation of the law.

NOMINATIONS PROCESS
Nominations must be submitted from a recognized TYLA affiliate or local bar association.  Any individual, group of individuals, or other organization may
submit a nomination to the local affiliate or local bar association for consideration. However, the local affiliate or local bar may only submit a single nom-
inee for consideration for the statewide Liberty Bell Award. 

APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS 
Nominations must be submitted by written application only, preferably in narrative form. The application should include:  (1) identifying information
about your local association and your nominee; (2) biographical information about your nominee—e.g. family information; membership/offices held and
honors received in civic, church, and other community organizations; and profession or employment; (3) a narrative of accomplishments and activities
that qualify the nominee for the Award, focusing on the above criteria; (4) letters of recommendation and testimony; and (5) copies of newspaper articles,
publications, awards, etc., supporting the nominee’s qualifications.  The entire application, including exhibits, should be placed in a three-ring binder
with no larger than a 2-inch capacity.

Submit only one copy of the application.  All items should be neat and legible. Do not include original documents with the application, as we do not guar-
antee return of any items submitted. 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF RECIPIENT
All nominations will be reviewed by the TYLA Liberty Bell Award Committee, which will select a winner for approval by the TYLA Board of Directors at its
board meeting May 7-8, 2004.  The award will be presented to the recipient of the TYLA Liberty Bell Award at the TYLA Annual Meeting held in conjunc-
tion with the State Bar of Texas Annual Meeting in San Antonio on June 25, 2004. The recipient will be an honored guest of TYLA at the event.

APPLICATION DEADLINE:
April 9, 2004 (5 p.m.)

How To Set Up A Local Liberty Bell Award Program.
1. Appoint a committee within your association that will be responsible for nominating and selecting an individual to receive your local award.  Solicit

nominees from community leaders and/or local civic groups. 
2. Select a recipient and order a plaque (an official insignia plaque is available through the ABA). 
3. Present the award to your recipient at your local Law Day activity or your affiliate’s annual meeting or luncheon.

Enter Your Local Liberty Bell Award Winner As A Nominee For The Statewide Award.
The deadline for receipt of an application for the TYLA Liberty Bell Award selection is April 9, 2004.

Suggested Timeline
March 19 - Deadline to select your local Liberty Bell Award recipient.
April 9 - Deadline to submit applications for the TYLA statewide selection.
May 1 – Presentation to  your local Liberty Bell Award recipient (Law Day USA)


